
     “It was a good place to work,” said Esten Carlisle “Carl” 
Bledsoe, who spent over four decades working at the 
Department of Energy’s Savannah River Site in Aiken, South 
Carolina. As an operating engineer with IUOE Local 470, Carl 
enjoyed the work he did at the site. He even felt that safety was 
taken seriously—at least, enough that he was 
protected from any major exposures while he 
was there.
     Even though Carl felt protected, he also 
knew that the Department of Energy wasn’t 
always certain what hazards were present at 
the site—especially when he began working 
there back in 1977. That was why, after seeing 
a brochure for BTMed’s free screening exam 
in 1999, Carl decided to enroll in the program.
    Carl’s first BTMed exam did not identify 
any serious health issues, and while he didn’t 
feel like anything was wrong, he felt it was 
wise to keep coming in every three years for his rescreen 
exams—and that’s exactly what ended up saving his life.
     Just last year, the chest x-ray from Carl’s rescreen exam 
identified a suspicious nodule that turned out to be lung cancer.
     “I wouldn’t have even known the cancer was there because 
it didn’t even bother me. I didn’t have any trouble breathing, 
I didn’t get out of breath,” Carl said. “If I hadn’t gone to the 
exam, I wouldn’t have known anything about it.” 
     Thanks to BTMed’s early detection, doctors were able 

to perform surgery and successfully remove the cancer 
before it could spread. Meanwhile, BTMed informed Carl 
about filing a claim under the Department of Labor’s Energy 
Employees Occupational Illness Compensation Program Act 
(EEOICPA) for his condition, which has allowed him to receive 

compensation and a “white card” that covers 
medical expenses related to his follow-up 
treatments.
     After this experience, Carl now knows 
that anyone who worked construction 
on a DOE site needs to be vigilant about 
monitoring their health for work-related 
conditions.
     “Somewhere along the line, I had to have 
been exposed on that site,” Carl said.
     Carl also realizes that taking advantage 
of BTMed’s free rescreen exam is important 
for more than just the participants who 

are having health issues—it’s also important for those who 
experience no health issues at all.
     “I didn’t have any idea that I had a problem until I went to 
the screening,” he said. “Something could be there lurking in 
your body, and you wouldn’t know it. It doesn’t take much time 
to go through the exam and find out what’s going on.”
     Today, Carl is thankful that he decided to keep coming back 
for his BTMed exams—even when he didn’t feel like anything 
was wrong.
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Carl appreciates still being able to do 
what he does best: operate machinery.

If it’s been 3 years since your last exam ... Schedule Your Rescreen Exam Today!
To schedule your rescreen exam or to see if it’s been 3 years since your last exam, 

call us now at 1-800-866-9663 or send us an email at btmed@btmed.org. 

And if Carl’s story isn’t enough to convince you that coming in for your rescreen exam is important, see the back of this 
newsletter for more reasons why your rescreen exam should be a priority.

BTMed Rescreen Exam Saves Savannah River Site Worker’s Life
IUOE Local 470 Member, Carl Bledsoe, survives Stage 1 lung cancer

www.btmed.org
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BTMed Welcomes New Nurses
Kim Daves and Kelly Brooks bring a wealth of nursing experience to BTMed Participants

The Department of Energy and Former Worker 
Programs, which includes BTMed, have been 
partnering to host public webinars that provide 
important information about various topics about the 
medical screening exams and work-related health 
conditions of former workers. 

If you missed them, the recordings are available on 
BTMed’s website.

The webinars include:

•	 Overview of the DOE Former Worker Medical Screening Program
•	 Overview of Beryllium and the BeLPT
•	 Early Lung Cancer Detection and Cure for Former DOE Workers
•	 Hearing Loss and Its Implications on Compensation
•	 Spirometry: An Overview and Interpretation of Results for Former DOE Workers

To view these DOE webinars, CLICK HERE.

The Department of Energy and Former Worker Program 
Webinar Series

Find the Webinar Recordings at www.BTMed.org

Kim Daves, RN, joins BTMed with 34 years of nursing experience. 
She enjoys spending time with her husband, three children, and be-
loved dog, Ryder. Kim is very interested in history and loves learning 
about American history in particular. She also enjoys hiking, reading, 
and listening to music—especially bluegrass!

Kelly Brooks, RN, joins BTMed with 16 years of nursing experience. 
In her free time, she likes to read books and listen to music alongside 
her two cats, Luna and Draco. A native East Tennessean, Kelly also 
loves hiking and riding motorcycles in Tennessee’s rolling foothills 
and mountains with her husband and three children.Kim Daves, RN (left) and Kelly Brooks, RN at 

BTMed’s Medical Service Office in Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee.

To get notifications about upcoming webinars and to receive other important updates, 
make sure that BTMed has your most up-to-date email. 

Call BTMed at 1-800-866-9663 or email us at btmed@btmed.org to sign up for email updates.

https://www.btmed.org/cms/publications/doe-fwp-webinars/
mailto:btmed@btmed.org
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“BTMed is a very 
good program, and 
we need to get more 
workers involved. I tell 
the guys I worked with 
about the program and 
keep trying to get them 
to go in for their exam 
if they haven’t.”

Larry Marcum
Former Kansas City Plant Worker

Insulators Local 27

“It’s good to know I have 
access to stay medically 

involved in my health because 
of my work history. Thank 

you!”

Staci Nash
Former Hanford Worker 

Laborers Local 348

Kansas City Plant 
Outreach Coordinator Wanted!

Did you work at the Kansas City Plant and would like a 
part-time job helping promote BTMed?

The Outreach Coordinator serves as an integral part of BTMed, 
helping enroll new participants and promote overall awareness of 
program. The work is focused on outreach activities and maintaining 
our close relationship with the Greater Kansas City BCTC and local 
union affiliates, all of which will promote BTMed in the Kansas City 
communities and enroll workers in BTMed. 

To find out more, CLICK HERE.

“The BTMed program 
recently gave me the 
most thorough physi-
cal I’ve had in several 
years. I really appreci-
ate the program. Since 
early detection is so 
important for many 
medical conditions, I strongly encourage everyone 
to take advantage of this valuable service.”

Hugh H. “Tommy” Robertson, Jr.
Former Savannah River Site Worker

Sheet Metal Workers Local 399

“I’m very thankful to have the 
services that BTMed provides. 

It’s very reassuring to know 
that I am fairly healthy!”

Victor Siener
Former Paducah GDP Worker

IUOE Local 181

Insulators National Journal 
Spotlights BTMed!

A special thanks to the International Association of Heat and Frost 
Insulators & Allied Workers for including a fantastic article high-

lighting BTMed in its spring issue of 
The Insulators Union Journal! 

The article included several testimonials from insulators who have 
taken advantage of BTMed’s medical screening exam and urge their 

brothers and sisters to do the same.

To read this article—and more—CLICK HERE.

https://www.btmed.org/cms/publications/worker-stories/
https://www.btmed.org/cms/media/rwjjzjk0/insulators-journal-spring-2024.pdf
https://www.btmed.org/cms/media/swvmucou/kcp-outreach-coordinator-job-posting-june-2024.pdf
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Have You Moved Since Your Last BTMed Exam?
The post office may have your current address - but we don’t! 
If you have moved since your last exam, be sure to let us know.

Call 1-800-866-9663 or email btmed@btmed.org

Has it been 3 years since your last BTMed exam?
Then schedule your Rescreen Exam Today!        

To schedule your rescreen exam or to see if it’s been 3 years since your last exam, 
call us now at 1-800-866-9663 or send us an email at btmed@btmed.org.

1.  Why a BTMed exam?
       The exam is different than an annual health exam by your primary care 
       doctor. It’s specifically designed to detect health problems caused by toxic 
       exposures. The doctor will look for diseases such as asbestosis and silicosis.

2.  Why come back every 3 years?
     Work-related conditions can take a while to show up. Returning every three 
       years for your exam provides a picture of your health over time. This way, 
       changes in your health condition can be compared to your previous results.
  
3.  Even when I’m feeling healthy?
       Many health conditions can be detected before symptoms arise. The earlier 
       they are detected, the better chance they have for being treated.

Scan the QR Code to check out the 
brand new BTMed Minute!

BTMed Medical Director Dr. Marianne Cloeren 
explains why it’s important to get your rescreen 

exam every three years ... in just one minute!

Has it been 3 years since your last BTMed exam? Call 1-800-866-9663 to schedule your re-screen exam.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErwtOa8eqnc
mailto:btmed@btmed.org
mailto:btmed@btmed.org
www.btmed.org

