HEALTH AND WELFARE

BTMed offers free medical screening

Attention Brothers and Sisters of the HFIAW: If you
ever worked at a Department of Energy (DOE) nuclear
weapons site, you are eligible for a free medical screening
by the Building Trades National Medical Screening Program
(BTMed).

After the initial exam, eligible participants can be re-
screened every three years.

“I cannot say enough good things about the BTMed
exam,” said HFIAW Local 8 Cincinnati Brother Dennis
Schroeder, who worked at the Feed Material Production
Center (FMPC), located near rural Fernald, Ohio, outside
Cincinnati. “It assures me that I'm healthy and ready to
live my life without any worry.”

BTMed screens former DOE construction workers who
may be at risk for occupational diseases because of their
time on these jobsites.

Construction workers in a variety of trades who worked
on these sites may have been exposed to a variety of work-
related hazards including radiation, asbestos, beryllium,
cadmium, chromium, lead, silica and solvents, which can
cause cancer and other serious and sometimes fatal health
problems.

Those who are diagnosed with a work-related health
condition may be eligible for federal compensation.

BTMed is part of the Department of Energy’s Former
Worker Program and is administered by The Center for
Construction Research and Training (CPWR), the health
and safety research center of North America’s Building
Trades Unions (NABTU).

“We're proud to administer a program that has served
building trades workers all across the country for more than
25 years,” said Chris Cain, CPWR Executive Director. “It's
through BTMed that construction workers who worked on
a DOE site can monitor their health. And their health is our
number one priority.”

The program screens workers who spent time on any
of 35 different DOE sites through a network of more than
225 specially credentialed health clinics across the country.

Since 1996, BTMed has provided over 46,000 medical
screening exams and 10,000 low-dose CT scans to former
DOE construction workers.

Members of the Insulators Union have received 1,144
of those exams and 347 low-dose CT scans.

Among HFIAW members who undergo one or more
chest X-rays, over 35 percent have been found to have
changes consistent with pneumoconiosis, which is any lung
disease caused by the inhalation of organic or nonorganic
airborne dust and fibers.

Hanferd o
®Albany Research Center

Argonne Natlonal I.ah.

.Amchloka

BTMed offers free medical sdreening if you »
worked at any of these DOE/AEC sites

Adrian Pagliity y
(Bridgepert Bras)

o \ | - Knolls Atomle
Idaho Natlenal Lab Weldon Spring—, ‘® Brookhaven Power Laboratory
|9 Natlonal Lab
Rocky Flats @ Mallinckrodt “3 Natlonal Ener,
Yueca Mountain o Kansas Clty Plant ® Technology Labératory

De Soto Ave FPacllity -Area |V, Santa Susana Pleld Lab x Portsmouth GDP
Downey Pacllity —"_€anoga Ave Pacllity Huntington

Waste lsolation Pilot Plant

Pilot Plant @

Plgua [ Brush Luckey

Mound ; Battelle Labs —

GE Evondale - ||| King Ave. & West Jefferson
Fernald — | ’ Extrusion Pla

Metals Inc,
Shipping
ANPP ¢ L

Wm Valley
Demonstration Preject

40 SPRING 2024

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HEAT AND FROST INSULATORS AND ALLIED WORKERS



Of the Insulators who completed one or more lung
function tests, 52 percent were found to have abnormal
results. About 18 percent had lung function results consistent
with COPD.

More than 26 percent of Insulators who participate
in the Early Lung Cancer Detection (ELCD) Program (CT
Scan Program) have been identified as having one or more
suspicious nodules. Three Insulators have been diagnosed
with lung cancer.

Brother Tony Abeyta, from Insulators Local 28 Denver,
spent time working at the Rocky Flats Plant, a former U.S.
nuclear weapons production facility located about 15 miles
northwest of Denver. After learning about the BTMed, he
decided to undergo a screening, and it saved his life.

“Without BTMed finding my cancer in time, I probably
would have been dead. Really,” he said.

Unlike a regular doctor’s visit where you may only be
tested for one issue, the free BTMed tests screen for multiple
issues. Their two-step process looks at a person’s work
history, before conducting the necessary medical exam.

In step one, a specially trained building trades worker
conducts a work history interview to determine hazardous
materials the participant may have encountered. In step
two, the participant receives a free medical screening
examination to test for work-related health conditions, as
well as other health problems. The screening includes:

Physical exam

Beryllium blood test

Other blood tests

FIT test (colorectal screening)
Chest x-ray

Breathing test

Hearing test

Following the exam, the participant receives a letter
indicating any medical findings and assistance with referrals
for further medical care.

Participation in the program is voluntary, and all
information is kept strictly confidential.

“There are parts of this exam that you won't get through
your regular doctor, like chest x-rays to check for asbestosis
or a beryllium test to check for beryllium sensitivity,” said
Brother John Wall, from Local 92 Columbia, S.C. “If you
were an Insulator on a DOE site, you need to take advantage
of this exam.”

Brother Wall worked at the Savannah River Site in
Aiken, S.C. that focused on the production of plutonium
and tritium for use in the manufacture of nuclear weapons.
He also worked for a time at The Oak Ridge Site, in eastern
Tennessee, which was one of the three original sites in the
Manhattan Project.

If you worked on a DOE nuclear weapons site, you may
be eligible for a free medical screening exam. Please call
BTMed at 1-800-866-9663, visit btmed.org or email btmed@
btmed.org. You can also follow them on Facebook (@BTMed)
and subscribe to their YouTube channel (@BTMed).
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